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Chicago, Illinois

SWORN STATEMENT |

I, Robert G. Wright, Jr., Special Agent, Chicago Field
Office, Chicago, Illinois, of the Federal Bureau of Investigation
(FBI), do hereby solemnly swear the following: .

I have been advised by Supervisory Special Ageat (SSa)
Mark Van Steenburg of FBI Hea'aquarters, Washington_, D.c.. that he
is investigating 5 complaint’of employment discrimipatidn F-99-
5371 pursuant te Title VII of the Civil Rights Act of 1964, as
amepded, and/or Title 25 of the Code of. Federal Regulations, Part .
. 1614, gt sed. _ i
| I understand that the claimant is Special Agent (SA)
Gamazl Abdel-Hafiz and that the issues under investigation are his
beliefs‘that he was discriminated against based on Religion
(Muslim) and National Origin (Arab/Middle Eastern) when:
1.) on May 26, 1898, a Speclal Agent (SA) of the FBI
Chicago Field Office telephonically discussed with a SA in the
FBI Dallas F;éld'Office, the complainant’s refusal to wear a:ﬂ‘;.
trgcqrding device for SAs in the FBI Washington and Tampa Fiélq'-{
QEfflces, which resulted in gamagé to his professionzl reputap;an,“
'quesﬁianed his integrity, credibility, and ioyal;y to the United
States of Anerica; |
2.) on May 26, 1889, a SA of the FBI Chicago Field

/ . .
orfice insinvated during a telephone conversation with a S& of
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FRI Dallas Field Office that HAMAS, a terrorist group, had
successfully infiltrated the FBI through the complainant;

3.} COn May 26, 1999, the Case Agent stated that Muslim
agents should not be assigned to International Terrorism matters,

but to matters such as Bank Robbery and White Collar Crime;

4.) On May 26, 1999, the &asé Agent sald that he was
going to reguest that the complainant be removed from the Grand
Ju%y 6 (e) list; .

5.) On May 26, 1989, the Case Agent stated that.
Muslims will always sympathize with each other; !

. 6.} On May 27, 1999, the complainant learned that the
Casa Agent from the FRI Chicago Field Office did,pct want the
complainant to have access to his case files.

BACKGROUND

The following is a brief description of my background

and experience with the st:

Entered on Duty: 09/09/80

Offices of Assignment: 01/81 - 10/83
Kansas City Field Office

_ 10/83 - Present
L . Chicage Field Office
I was assigned to the International Terrorist squad at
FBI Chicago Field Office during the spring of 1$%%. At that time
I was aware that a member of HAMAS, a terrorist organization, had

attempted to secure employment with the FBI. .
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In April of 1899, SA Gamal Abdel-Hafiz had telephoned
and advised me that a friend of his worked as an accountant for a
company upon which I had served the company President and Vice-
.President with Federal Grand Jury subpoenas. He also advised ne
that the accountant was concerned about harming his application
hé had suvbmitted to the FBI to become a translator. Through the
course of my investigation it had been determined that this
company had receive financing from two Sibiings of Usama Bin
Laaen and United States designated HAMAS terrorist Mousa Rbuw
Marzook. Each of the aforementioned are Muslim. SA aAbdel-Hafiz
stated that the accéuntant had inguired of hiﬁ if he shouL@ quit
his employment., as i1t appeared there was a criminal investigation
" underway. SA Abdel-Hafiz.advised that he had gone tao Detective
Charles Storey of the Dallas, Texas Police Department, who is
aséigned td a2 Terrorism Task Force and the Case Agent on the
Dallas FBI HAMAS investigation. SA Abdel-Hafiz stated he had
reviewed Datectlive Storey’s investigative files which contained
intelligence and investigation from my cases.
A few weeks léter I received another telephone call

from SA Rbdel-Hafiz. He advised he had been telephoned by ths

accountant who stated that the President of the company was(g#are
' of his relationship with SA Abdel—Hafié. The President inguired
if the accountant could arrange a meeting between SA Abdel-Hafiz
and the company President regarding the Chicage investigation.

The zccountant then menticned his concern to SA Abdel=-Hafiz that
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funds the accountant was transferring overseas on behalf of the
company may have been used to finance the embassy bombings in
Africa. In addition, the accountant'recounted unusual events
following the receipt ¢f the subpoenas. One of the events.that
was highly unusual to him inveolved a friend of his coming to the
United States from a middle easﬁern Ebuntry and secrestly meeting
with the company President and Vice-President, and never
disclosing his presence in the United States to the accountant.
This was unusual as when sither the accoﬁstant or the ofther
individual would travel to sach others country, they would have
dinner and spend time together.

SA ARbdel~Hafiz asked i1f I desired him to speak with the

E President. I advised him that I desired him to have the meeting

2 m—— Aas

and Eo wear a concealed recording device (wire) to record what
transpirea. I then to;d my supervisor that SA Abdel-Hafiz may ba
. wearing a wire during a discussion with an individual of interasst
to one of our investigations. I then went to the United States
Attorney’s Office and discussed this matter with them and they
agreed the wire would be of great interest to our investigation.
*When I returned to the office my supervisor summoned me to his
vffice apd advised me that SA Abdel-Hafiz was not going to wear
the wiré and that I should forget about it. _ B
-Later while at the United States Attorney’s Office on
‘other matters the question of SA Rbdel~Hafiz wearing the wire was

brought up by one of the attorneys. The Assistant United States
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Attorneys still desired SA Abdel-Hafiz to wear the wire. A
conference telephc_ne call was then arranged between three
Assistant United States Attorneys, a fellow FBI SA; and myself
calling from Chicago, Illinois and speaking with SA Abdel-Hafiz
and his supervisor in Dallas, Texas. The Assistant United States
. Attorneys eﬁpzesséd to sA Aﬁdel-Hafii the importance of this
investigation and the purposed wire. §A,AbdeléHafiz stated that
he would only record the individual if he told him he was wearing
a wire. One of the Assistant United States Attarneys told SA .
Abdel-Hafiz they would get a meeting location and wire it, so
that SA Abdel-Hafiz would not have to wear the wire. This was
not acceptable to SA.Abdel—Hafiz'who then purposed placing a tape
K recorder on a table and then speaking with the individual. .When
this was deemed unacceptable by those present, SA Bbdel-Hafiz
advised he would meet with the individual and zeport the meeting
on zn FD-302 (official repert form) as he had done before in
response to a similar request for FBI Tampa.

The Assistant United States Attorneys present ;dvised.
this was not what they desired and inquired what the root of SA
Abdel-Hafiz’ objection was to wearing the wire. SA Abdel-Hafiz
.advised that he feared for his safety. When he was told the FBI
could protedt him, SA Abdel-Hafiz told them he did not trust‘the
FBI to protect him. The Assistant United States Attorneys
-continued to ask why SA Rbdel-Hafiz would not wear the wire and
he st;ted, “A Muslim does not record another Muslim.”
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Thereafter, SA Abdel-Hafiz’ supervisor concluded the telephone
conference. I wWas aware that the Assistant United States
Attorneys'spoke with their superior, the United States Attorney
for the Northern District of Illinois, and he spoke with the FBI
Chicago Special Agent in Charge Kathleen McChesney.

I then telephoned FBIHQ and spoke with Acting Unit
Cﬁief {(A=UC)} Christopher Hamilton and explained to him what haé
transpired. A-UC Hamilton teld me that I would have to..
understand SA Abdel-Hafiz’ perspective énd I disagreed with him.
After I explained that we had both taken the same cath and th?s_-
was his duty, A-UC Hamilton told me I had a good point. I thea
met with SAC McChesney and my supervisor. . SAC McChesney directed
me to draft 2 document to FBI Dallas with - all of the background
and to set a lead for SA Abdel-Hafiz to conduct the recording in
2 covert manner. " ‘

SOmétime thereafter, the United States Attorneys
believing this the telephone conference woﬁld be re-visited,
drafted 2 document describing the events‘discussed. I believe
this was done as they felt the decision reached would come into
question at a later date and they desired to have a record of

their position. I believe this document may alse have been

signed by the United States Attorney and is maintained by his

office.
Later while speaking about a different matter to SA
Wzde Ammerman of the FBI Washington Fleld Office, I explained the
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problers I was having getting SA Abdel-Hafiz to wear a wire. SA
Ammerman infomed'me that his office had problems with SA 2Abdel-
Hafiz previocusly. SA Ammerman advised that his office had
drafted a document and set it to FBI Dallas expressing their
concerns about SA Abdel-Hafiz contacting subjects of their
investigations and not disclosing these contacts to the Shs
conducting these investigations. Further, SA Ammerman told me to
speak with SA Barry Carmody of FBI Tampa.

SA Carmody 1s a fr;end of mine and he related that the
subject of cne of his investigations whe is Muslim had once'
reached out to 'SA Abdel-Hafiz and he refused to wear a wire when
they reguested. I told him I might let 52 Ahdel-Hafiz meet with
the subject of my Ilnvestigation and record the results on an FD-
302. SA Carmody gave me an idea of what I was looking forward to
if T allowed the meeting under those conditions. Sa Carmody
advised that he had allowed SA Abdel-Hafiz to meet with the
subject of his investigation and report the results on an FD-302
and it was 2 mistake. I asked him to explain and he teld ma the
FD-302 contained only self serving statements for the subject,
and he later sent mé a2 copy of the FD~-302. I recall the FD-302
stating that subject had advised that SA Carmody did not hawve
anything on the subject of the investigation and that he was
keeping the investigation alive in order that he could receive

one-year extensions to his mandatory retirement date. This was
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not the type of information I was looking for in my

" investigation.

Sometime later SA Jerry Melton of FBI Dallas telephoned
me at my office to discuss an investigation he was conducting and
his desire to review my Grand Jury records. I told him that what
ever information he receive to not share it with SA Abdel-Hafiz.
The reason I did not want SA Abdel-Hafiz to have access to these
documents was the fact that he was not on the Grand Jury €{e)
list {a list of those allowed by law to view Grand Jury
materials}. Even if SA Abdel—Haqiz was‘on the 6{e) list, the
Assistant United States Attorney had indicated he would have
removed him after the aforementioned conference call.

buring this conversation with SA Melton, I relayed a
story told to me by SA Karen Metterknock of the FBI Milwaukee
Field O0ffice. She azdvised me that an SA who was Catholic had
refused to go to an abortien site when ordered by his supervisor.
Shé recounted that the SA was told to either go to the site or
put his weapon and badge on his supervisors desk. In SA Abdel-
Hafiz’ comment that “A Muslim does not record another Muslim,” I
saw that he did not want to record because of his religion. I
found them to be the same. I, as a Catholic SA, would do my duty
regardless of religious beliefs. I related my concerns to SA

Melton as to what had transpired between Dallas and Chicago F2I

. offices and what had hzppened in Chicage with the United States
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Attorney’s Office. I advised him ‘that until these issues were
resolved, that SA Abdel-Hafiz had no need to review my documents.

In the above listed issue #1, I did not state to anyone
that SA Abdel-Hafiz refused to wear a recording device for SAs in
the FBI Washington Field Office. 'Thg conversation was based on
information perscnally known to me, and those relayed by Sas
Ammerman and Carmody.

In issue #2, I deny stating or insinuating that Sa
Abdel-Hafiz had any improper connection to HAMAS. I have
discovered through the course of my investigation that members of
HAMAS are attempting to obtain‘employgent Qith the FBI.

I do not recall making the statement attributed to me

"~ in issue #3. However, if one is Muslim and their faith

interferes with their duty, it concerns me.

I believe in issue #4, I told SA Melton that I was
going to check if SA Abdel-Hafiz was on the Grand Jury 6(e) list,
and'if he was on it he was going te be removed. I was unsure if
SA Abdel-Hafiz was on the list, as people working Terrorism
investigations throughout the United States were on it. I did
check the list sevgral days later and determined that he was not

on the list. -

*

I do not recall ever stating the contents of issue #5.
I can not imagine in what context I would ever make such a

statement.
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Regérding issue #6, it is true that I did ﬁot desire SA
Ebdel-Hafiz to access to my case files. One reason was the fact
that SA.Abdel—ﬁgfiz was in contact with the accountant for the
subjects who were under Federal Grand Jury subpoenas in this
investigation. Furthér, SA Abdel-Hafiz was assigned to other
matters-and access to these files was on a “need to know” basis.

-In December 19598, while éonducting investigation in
Dallas, Texas,‘ SA Abdel-Hafiz assisted me in the review of
doeuments. Following this investigation in Dallas,;l ekpres;ed
to a fellow Chicago SA that I was more comfortable with SA Abdel-
‘Hafiz and felt that I could contact him in the future if I had
any questions"regarding middle eastern terrorism investigations.

I have not discriminated against SA Abdel-Hafiz based
upon his relidion (Muslim) or his national origin_{Arab/Hiddle
Eas;érn), and do not have aﬁy knowledge of anyone discriminating
zgainst him on these bases. My only bias is against terrorists.

I was net the only SA fo be concerned with SA Abdel~
Hafiz’ réfusal to wear the wire. Due to the serious nature of
the events surrounding this terrorism investigation, a senior SA
of tbe Chicago FBI attémpted on three separate occasiens, to
determine the proper procedure to initiate an inquiry into SA
Abdel-Hafiz’ refusal. The zttempts made through the FBI Chicagc

security officer were never responded to by FBI Headquarters.

FOX-00022

Tnitials Few

Page 10 of _//_ p=ages Aifiégjfs
_ . %&:J»f// ¢ 5 / r f:jav’/.&-'f"/”:

7o €

] :',-_, v e . .

.




) " ' - I do not have any knowledge of any additional
) infc rmation that 'I believe is ralevant to the scbpé of the

rinq'L iry as deScrihed to me by 8§SA Mark Van Steenburg.

. _ I have read this statement consisting of this and ten

other pages. The entire statement is true and ccmplate to the

best of my knowledge and belief. I understend that the -
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:.nf: rmation I an giving is net tc be considered confidentisl and

that it may be shown to :.m:erested. partiss.

o - Q//JZJ%%/Z

: _ ) Robert G. Wright,

sucrn to and subscriked before ma at Chiscage, Illinoi
on tais gl- day of March. Zofm 9o S

W ar s S e
Mark Vah Steenburg

Supervisory Special Agent
EZD Investigator
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