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Based on a -review of all information availabls, this office

. i
hag concludad that there 13 no bagis to belql.aVe that law

¢ 2

enforcement officials’ use of deadly ferca on Hay 25!., 1593, in the
shooting d?atﬁ of William D. Jones, aga 32, was 2 violation of the
decsasad’s civil rights under faderal law or & violation of any
criminal statutas under Misscuri law.
, ZACTS

on Thursday, -May 20, 1993, the Cole County Sheriff’s
Department raceived information from Florida law snforcamant
officials thak a; fugitive by the name of William Jones was thought
te be raturning to the nid-Missouri area. On M¥ay 3{7, 1993, Jones
had eluded Florida authoritias in a high-speed chase in morming
rush~hour traffic which had rssulted in injuxy to another matorist,
During that chase, Jones had evaded police by driving the wrong way
on Irseway entranca and axit ramps at high ratas ?oz‘.' spead. Mr,
Jones was wantad on a federal warrant for unlawful :tlight., as well
as gtats warrants for the crimes of resisting an officar with

violance, carrying a concsaled weapon, possession of a firaarm by
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a convicted falon, two counts of grand thaft in the thizd degres,
burglary and escape., The NCIC warrants and crimfinal history
contained & caution indicater that Jones should be con;sidarad arﬁ:fd
and dangerous. Additional information provided by Florida law
enforcenent orfficiala included that Jongs sometizes c:ar:.-iad a gun,
had a bullat-proof vest and taflon~coated i:ullats, poqsesaad police
: r
radic scanners, had fraquently stated he would never be taken alive
and had made statanents that ha would shoot any polic;:e officar who
tried to :top-him. ;

That Thursday evening, 2 federal SWAT tazn :'.rom Kangasg City
came to the mid-Hissourl area in the hopes of locating Jones that
niight., The federal awat teanm returnad to Xangag C;I.ty on Friday
morning after having been unables to ascertain J'Qntl’:g whezraeabouts,

on Friday afternoon, Hay 21, at approvimately 4?:15 p.m., the
deceasad’a whits 1970 Foxd plckup txuck was seen }%:y FBI agents
outside 'ihe Jungls, a bar located on Higsouri aoula*frard.' The FBI
ng;nts in turn contactsd the Sherifl’s Department and the Hissouri
Staia Highway Patrol, and set up 2 command center agross Missouri
Boulavazrd near the bar. In orde:.: 1:'.0‘ facilitats .?the subject’s
arrest, thae passenger side front tire of tha tzuck ?as flattened.
It was hoped that this procedure would allow authorities to sZfact
the arrast while Jones was changing Ris tire and would prevent a
dangerous Righ=speed pursult such as occurred in rlorida. However,
while law enforcsmant officials were waiting #or additional
rainformmts to arrive, the subjest cane cut of the har and

headed toward the 1970 white Forzd pickup. A3 he appi_rua.chad, Jonasg
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. stared at tha passengsr side of the truck for a faw moments and

then entered the zab. Jones sat in tha cak for alninute or so
doing: nothing and than ls&na-d over as if he was gstiing something
from the glove box. He then started the truck and began to slowly
back his truck out of the parking space. In rnpon.}‘_sa to a radio
proadcast that the subjact was praparing to leave,: SheriZf Jehn
Heneayer and Deputy George Brooks drove onto tha paﬁcing lot from

Misscurl Boulevard., Beth law enforcement officers| sxited thair

vehicle with guns drawn and ordered the subject to halt and freeze
saveral tlimes, Tha subjact lcoked at the two law enforcement
offizers and then suddenly accslerated the spead of his vehicle
backward toward Michigan straolt. The accoeleratian Hv::t the pieckup
truck was such that it caused both smoka and screftching tires,
Sheriff Hemeyer and Deputy Brooks both began firing at the truck’s
tiras and angine in.an effort to disable the truck, Meanwhilise,
Federal Agent Robert Wright who had tha bar under surv:ai-llanca from
Hicliigan Street had bécknd his vehticle to tha cantsr of Michigan
Street at the exit peoint of thae parking lot so as to pravent the

subjact’s aescape. Mt;ar having positioned his vehicls, Agent
p
Wright stationed himself outside the car behind the driver’s deor

with his gun drawn.
¥hile Hemayer and Brocks wera firing thedr{ waeapons, <thas

subjact continued to back his vehicla at a high rats of spesd in a
northwazdly dirsctien. As ha rsached Hichigan st:{:ut he struck
Agent Wright’s vehicle as he want by, causing the car door to knock

Agent Wright backwards. Ag the pickup truck passad|Wright and the
3
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tzuck and car swung around, Agent Wright began firing his gun at
Jones through the rear and paa;qgﬂsr Pide ot t?f truck., The
vehicle cama to a stop.

An autopsy performed on May 24, 1993, by Dr. Edward Adelstedln,
an assistant medical examiner i{n Beons County, indicataed the cause
of death was ona bullet would to the haad which resulted in massive
trauma to tha brain. There were no other wounds to the bedy,

The firearm carried Py Sheriff Hemeyer and Deputy Brocks are
9mm automatics. It is believed that Brocks fired two shots and
Hemeyer fired six shots. [The firsarm carried by FB8I Agant Wright
is a2 10mm automatic, and it is belisved that Wright fired five
shots. The bullat recavered from decaasad’s head has been
{dentificd A& & 10mm round. Hcwever, because of damage to the
bullet, ballistics experts at the Highway Patrol lab cannot c¢pine
on a scisntific Dbasis whether the bullet recovsred zfrom ths
deceased’s haad wound actually came from Agent Wright’s weapon.

The whita pickup truck being driven by William Jones was

egistarad in the name of Jchn Daly. The ¢only identification being
carried by the subject was a driver’s license, also in the name of
Joan Daly. John Daly is a former latz husband of the deceasaed’s
§3=-year-old wife. No weapens were fcund in the cab of the truck,
although a .22 caliber rifle was found in a tecol bex in the bed cof
the truck.

In order to protact soclety, as well as to protact thamsalves
from the dangers to which they ars necassarily expcsed, the law

accords police officials a csrtain amcunt of discreticn in the use
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of deadly forca. Under both faderal and =stata law, la%: enforcemant
officars ars antitiad to use deadly forge when ths {;fficer: ha.v_e
probable cause to believae that the individeal poses a signiricanc
threat of serious physical injury to aither themselvas or others.
In this instance, the use of deadly forcs Ifalls within (ke
paramaters established and zllowed.
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