CNN.com - Ashcroft delays McVeigh execution until June 11 - May 11. 2001 Page 1 of 4

[N etscape | v [ comr ) ) (B oens (o) T

CNN.com./LAWCENTER

IﬁcH— - ADVERTISEMENT
Want to make plans for

':.-'-\.

your investment future?

search > law center (Find & G4

Ashcroft delays McVeigh execution until
June 11

CE = &

May 11, 2001 ,
Web posted at: 1:42 p.m. EDT (1742 GMT)

WASHINGTON (CNN) -- U.S,__

LAW
Friday ordered a one-month Firestone f
_T_L‘—“_ recall
Click Hare postponement of the execution of
Oklahoma City bomber Timothy _ Trial begin
™ McVeigh that was scheduled by lethal of prison e
injection for_Wec!nes@ay, May 16, at Ashcroft delays McVeigh's execution amid Prison pop
the U.S. Penitentiary in Terre Haute, _ revelations that FBI documents were not slows in 20
i iven t fi .
Indiana. a given to the defense —
unborn twi
Ashcroft set the new execution date as June 11. U5, onps
FindLaw's

Ashcroft's action came after revelations that the FBI failed to turn over a
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The prosecutor in McVeigh's 1997 trial, Patrick Ryan, said the FBI's failure (MORE)
to turn over evidence to the defense team was "embarrassing” and "totally

unacceptable.” - All Scor

: WEATHE
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execution next week if asked to do so by the defense. Do g
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O McVeigh's attorney, Rob Nigh, began meeting with his client in prison to pm—’a%ﬁgﬂd‘
discuss possible options Friday morning. —
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/ McVeigh, 33, a decorated Gulf War Army veteran, admitted in a recently dramatic or
/ of the Alfred P. Murrah federal building whose victims included 19 children. =~ ALLPOLI
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Richard Burr, a death penalty specialist who helped defend McVeigh and is a ENTERIA.
consultant for his legal team, told CNN Friday a stay would not require a Bie' takes
/_5 court order because the execution was not court-ordered. The U.S. Bureau of ——
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"There are others still out there."

The U.S. attorney in Denver informed McVeigh's defense team Tuesday of
what the FBI called an oversight it only receritly discovered -- that

/ g investigative documents, including reports on FBI interviews, photographs,
letters and tapes were withheld from McVeigh's defense.

The materials included more than 3,100 pages of documents, audiotapes and
/ 7 videotapes.

One source familiar with the case said the mistakenly withheld documents
also concern Terry Nichols and Michael Fortier. The source insisted the
;ﬂ documents contained no evidence that would have exonerated them.

? McVeigh, Nichols and Fortier served together in the Army.

Nichols was convicted of helping to build the bomb and prepare for the
ﬁ_;z_ attack. He was sentenced to life in prison and still faces state charges.

Fortier, who knew of the bombing plan but did not alert authorities, testified
? % against McVeigh. He is serving a 12-year federal sentence for his role.

The Justice Department said Thursday it had turned over the materials to
McVeiglh's attorneys, and asked to be notified if the attorneys believe any of
them create doubt about McVeigh's guilt. But FBI and Justice officials said
the materials contained "nothing that could put McVeigh's conviction in
jeopardy."”

But Burr said a stay was required simply to sort through the various

6/ documents. "If there are witnesses the government interviewed who suggest
other people were involved or that Tim McVeigh was not involved, those are
critical matters that would have to be investigated.”

% Ryan said prosecutors too would scrutinize the material.

"One of the things that has been said over and over again since yesterday
afternoon is that the government failed to turn these materials over to the
defense," he said. "The point has not been made that the FBI didn't turn these
materials over to the prosecution either. These are not materials we're
familiar with either."

Justice officials said the documents -- which included some of the original
notes of FBI investigators which were never transcribed -- were discovered

éz« by an FBI archivist as the materials in the case were compiled, and that it was
still unclear how the papers were missed.
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@\ Jones said McVeigh was probably elated by the document glitch. "There is

CNN Correspondents Charles Bierbauerin Was?ﬁngton, Gina London in Denver,
Susan Candiotti in Miami and Justice Department Producer Terry Frieden contributed

- to this report.
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