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"Alrtel from SAC, LOS Angel¥s Director, FBI, dated 5/4/94

Re: INTELLIGENCE COMMUNITY AWARDS PROGRAM (ICARP)
FOREIGN COUNTERINTELLIGENCE (FCI) PROGRAM _

ADDENDUM: NATIONAL SECURITY DIVISION (NSD) RAP/rap, 10/13/94

By airtel dated 5/4/94, SAC Los Angeles nominated
Special Agent (SA) Bassem Youssef for the National Intelligence
Distinguished Service Medal. '

Upon review of Los Angeles' ICARP nomination, the NSD
recommends that the National Intelligence Medal of Achievement
(NIMOA) be awarded to SA Bassem Youssef, The NIMOA award more
appropriately recognizes SA Youssef's meritorious conduct in the
performance of outstanding service to the Intelligence Community.
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Due to his Middle Eastern background and his inherent
knowledge of that region's traditions, customs, and languages
Special Agent (SA) YOUSSEF has on a daily basis assisted other
Sas with interviews of Arab individuals as well as reviews of
Arabic language documents which greatly contribute to the
efficacy of these International Terrorism (IT) investigations.
Also SA YOUSSEF has assisted other field divisions with similar
needs, and in one instance, assisted FBI Minneapolis with the
interview of a potential drug source and was subsequently
commended in writing by SAC, Minneapolis. During the past year,
SA YOUSSEF has. tirelessly worked to uncover and continue to
identify the members of the Islamic Group (IG) in Southern
California, as well as identified its associates in other field
divisions and countries, and apprising appropriate FBI offices of
their presence. 1In connection with these investigations sa
YOUSSEF has submitted two FISA court applications to FBIHQ, which
has resulted in sophisticated coverage of members of the local
international terrorist cell and expanded the knowledge regarding
its local structure and activities of some of its members. In
order to achieve these results, SA YOUSSEF has worked diligently
and dedicated long and irregular hours beyond what is normally
required to achieve these accomplishments to date. Alsc, SA
YOUSSEF is routinely contacted by supervisorz and anaiyatsiah o o
. .~ BIHQ as well as field agents in other offices in order to gain

N his insight into these important and sometimes complex
investigations. :

SA YOUSSEF has shown creativity and relentless
initiative in pursuing his international terrorism cases and as
an example has, as a result of numerous pretext telephone calls
in the Arabic language, obtained valuable information which
otherwise would not have been elicited. As a direct result of
his relentless investigative efforts, FBI Los Angeles has more

L;i)than IG cases pending which is a significant step in
iden ing the local IG's network which has the potential for
committing terrorist acts anywhere in the U.S. comparable to the
2/26/93 bombing of the World Trade Center, New York, New York.

On several occasions, SA YOUSSEF has conducted
briefings to senior representatives of the Los Angeles Police
Department, Los Angeles -Sheriff's Department, and U.S. Secret
Service, all of whom have personnel assigned to the Los Angeles
Task Force on Terrorism and are periodically briefed regarding
significant investigations. Aalso, during February, 1994,
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SA YOUSSEF attended an internatidual terrorism in-service
comprised of approximately 150 Special Agents, and at this
meeting presented a lecture regarding the IG which was the
primary focus of the in-service. In both these instances

SA& YOUSSEF's briefings were very informative and of great benefit
to the audience in understanding what is now seen as the latest
international terrorist threat to U.S. interests here and abroad.

Furthermore, SA YQUSSEF has developed assets who have
provided significant information which has very much assisted in
the furtherance of international terrorism investigations which
do not only impact FBI Los Angeles, but many field offices
throughout the FBI. His efforts in developing and maintaining
assets has resulted in much valuable personality assessment
information on individual subjects, as well as information which
further defines the structure and modus operandi of the IG with a
documented presence in the U.S. Also, SA YOUSSEF has used
creative efforts to develop valuable sources,” and one such
example is _his attempts through much effort, odd work hours, and

interim, his contacts with asset have provided valuable
intelligence information regarding-the IG on a timely basis. 1In
furtherance of this sensitive operation oftentimes SA YOUSSEF has

been required to work late into the night and/or early morning i
order to establish contact with asset who is located

)

Y

His perseverance and
creativity during the conduct of this operation to date are v
noteworthy and supported by FBIHQ in addition to the FBT Los
Angeles management hierarchy.

Due to his continuous, conscientious, innovative and
resourceful efforts, SA YOUSSEF is recommended for consideration
for the National Intelligence Distinguished Service Medal.
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Due to his Middle Eastern background, and his inherent
knowledge of that region's traditions, customs, and languages; - :-
~ :-SA BASSEM YOUSSEF has utilized these skills on a daily basis in..
.furtherance of the FBI's primary mission of preventing terrorict
cacts. . Also, SA YOUSSEF's investigative activities has not only
“greatly assisted FBI, Los Angeles, -but also many other field
divisions investigating International Terrorism (IT) cases, many
of whom have specifically sought his valuable assistance.
SA YOUSSEF, since January, 1993, has worked tirelessly to uncover
and continue to identify the members of an IT cell in Southern
California, as well as identified its associates throughout the
United States and abroad. SA YOUSSEF has shown unique creativity
and relentless initiative in pursuit of these IT investigations,
utilizing pretext interviews, in-depth analysis, and dogged asset
development. His constant efforts in developing ang maintaining
assets has resulted in much valuable personality assessment
information on individual subjects, as well as information which
defines the structure and modus operandi of a dangerous IT group
with a documented presence in the U.S. One such example has been
his dedicated attempts through much effort, odd work hours and

Through SA YOUSSEF's myriad and protracted contacts

international terrorism. To achieve this success to date, SA
YOUSSEF has on his own initiative worked late into the night

- and/early into the morning in order fo maintain contact with the
& M removed from the U.S. His
ontilnuous perseverance and creativity during the conduct of this
complex, international - operation to date have been very
noteworthy and deserving of special recognition due to his

continuous innovative and resourceful efforts in support of the
FBI's counterterrorism mission. :
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Utilizing to the maximum advanvage his Middle Eastern
background, and his inherent : wh«wledge of that region's
traditions, customs, and langiiages, SA BASSEM YOUSSEF has
implemented these skills on a daily basis in furtherance of the
FBI's primary missicn of preventing terrorist acts which has
benefitted not only FBI, Los Angeles, but also many other field
divisiens throughout the FBI who have periodically sought his
valuable assistance. Since January, 1993, he has worked
tirelessly to uncover and to continue to identlfy members of an
international terrorist cell in Southern California, as well as.
to identify its associates throughout the United States and
abroad, utilizing creative and relentless investigative
initiative to accomplish this end. His constant efforts in
developing and handling assets has resulted in much valuable
personality assessment data on individual cell members, as well
as information which defines the structure and modus operandi of
this dangerous international terrorist group whose members are
resent throughout the U.S. On one such case he has attempted to

His continuous creativity
and perseverance during the conduct of this complex,

international operation have been very noteworthy and deserving
of special recognition due to his constant resourceful efforts in
support of the FBI's primary counterterrorism mission of
preventing acts of terrorism.
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BASSEM YOUSSEF Oy

SPECIAL AGENT - GS 13

ﬁCVEMBER 8, 1958/CAIRO, EGYPT

BACHELOR’S DEGREE IN ANTHROPOLOGY

NO MILITARY EXPERIENCE

SIX YEARS FEDERAL SERVICE (FBI SPECIAL AGENT)

JUNE - AUGUST, 1988: ITSP SQUAD, ST LOUIS DIVISION

o3

AUGUST '88 -~ JUNE 'S2: INTERNATIONAL TERRORISM SQUAD,

st rours prvisron, | NG A
—— )

JULY '92 - PRESENT: INTERNATIONAL TERRORISM SQUAD,

LOS ANGELES DIVISION, INTERNATIONAL

RADICAL FUNDAMENTALISM MATTERS
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(PROPOSED CITATION)

10" ANGELES DIVISION
Si HASSEM YOUSSEF -
FEDERAL PIREAU OF INVESTIGATION

In recognition of SA Bassem Youssef's relentless
investigative efforts in a major counterterrorism investigation,
he is awarded the NATIONAL INTELLIGENCE MEDAIL OF ACHIKVEMENT.
SA Youssef has continuously demonstrated creativity and
initiative as well as persistence throughout this complex
investigation. SA Youssef's outstanding dedication and
professionalism reflects on himself, the Pederal Bureau of
Investigation, and the U. S. Intelligence Community.
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SPECIAL AGENT BASSEM YOUSSEE
is hereby awarded the

NATIONAL INTELLIGENCE
CERTIFICATE OF DISTINCTION

in recognition of his sustained superior performance from
January 1993 through April 1994. During this period, SA
Youssef was characterized by his relentless investigative
efforts in a major counterterrorism investigation. He
continuously demonstrated creativity and initiative, as well as
persiStence, | throughout  this complex investigation.
SA Youssef's ouistanding dedication and professionalism
reflect credit upon himself, the Federal Bureau of Investigation,
and the Intelligence Community.
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DELETION CODES

Information which is properly classified pursuant to Executive
Order, the disclosure of which could reasonably be expected to
cause damage to the national security or the conduct of the
Government's international relations.

Information, the disclosure of which would tend to reveal the
identity of an informant.

Information obtained from a foreign government Or international
organization where there is an agreement or understanding that
the information received will be treated confidentially.

Information protected under the Grand Jury Secrecy provision --
Rule 6(e) of the rederal Rules of Criminal Procedure.

Information, the disclosure of which would tend to identify a
source of information, where confidentiality 1is expressed or
implied.

Administratively designated FBI file numbers which, represent
individuals or matters which are not the subject of this file.

The Law Enforcement Privilege - the disclosure of this information

could cause harm to, impeded, impailr, OT hinder an investigation
and/or an investigative interest of the FBI.

The Law Enforcement Privilege - the disclosure of this information

would impede or impair the effectiveness of an investigative
technique, method or procedure of the FBI.

Information, the disclosure of which would divulge opinions,

recommendations, and advice generated in the decision-making
process of the Government.

Title 50 U.S.C. § 403g

Title 10 U.S.C. § 424 (a) (2)

Title 50 U.S.C. § 402

Information protected under the attorneyyclient privilege.

Information or material protected under the attorney work product
privilege.
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DELETION CODES

Information which is properly classified pursuant to Executive
Order, the disclosure of which could reasonably be expected to
cause damage to the national security or the conduct of the
Government's international relations.

Information, the disclosure of which would tend to reveal the
identity of an informant.

Information obtained from & foreign government Or international
organization where there is an agreement Or understanding that
the information received will be treated confidentially.

Information protected under the Grand Jury Secrecy provision --
Rule 6(e) of the Federal Rules of Criminal Procedure.

Information, the disclosure of which would tend to identify a
source of information, where confidentiality is expressed or
implied.

Administratively designated FBI file numbers which, represent
individuals or matters which are not the subject of this file.

The Law Enforcement privilege - the disclosure of this information

could cause harm to, impeded, impair, Or hinder an investigation
and/or an investigative interest of the FBI.

The Law Enforcement privilege - the disclosure of this information

would impede or impair the effectiveness of an investigative
technique, method or procedure of the FBI.

Information, the disclosure of which would divulge opinions,
recommendations, and advice generated in the decision-making
process of the Government.

Title 50 U.S.C. § 403g

Title 10 U.S.C. § 424(a)(2)

Title 50 U.S.C. § 402

Information protected under the attorneysclient privilege.

Information or material protected under the attorney work product
privilege.



